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11 Zhe USSR
Sovlet propagande in the postwar period has consistently changed US
ramilitarization of Japan and Soviet lesders must have realized that thair polictes

would eventually bring sbout such a development. Nevertheless, the Kremlin would
undoubtedly view Japanese rearmame:rt, particularly in conjunction with USy Westarn %
Europeen and Germen rearmsment, as a grave threat to Soviet cbjectives and ultimately zh
the USSR iteelf, |

The Scviet reaction would depend in part on the extent of Jspanese rearma-
mont, & mﬁasi and perhaps unannounced progreﬁn of oreating further parsmilitary
forces and building up a nucleus for a future Japanese Army, Navy and Air Force
oould probsbly be undertaken without ewcking more than further snd probebly intensi-
fied charges of Mmerican ag -ressive intentions. Japanese rearmament on a broader
saale” would produce a more viclent reaction, probably ineluding diplomatic movas,
and perhaps paralleling current Soviet reactions to West Germen rearmement, The
axistines or ebsence of a Japanese peace treaty, signed by most of the belligerents
but not the USSRand Commmist Chins, would probably not affect the Soviet resction
itself, but the existence of a treaty might limit the effectiveness of Soviet
propeganda simed at former viotims of Jepanese aggression,
~ The USSR would | probably see mmerous pcssi'bnitiea m the situetion for
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thmting zx or limiting Japanese rummt. The !}SBR oould uttempt to m«reaae
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and exploit Japanese fears, thmteming Japan vith warnings of fatal consequences
such ag are now boing directed to Western Germany, The continuation of a technical
MWQfmwmmm%RMMt%ammmmm&pmmth‘
other would be most uaetnl to the USSR in thiz respect. Restoration of Japanese
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sovereignty, if & peace treaty should be signed, would also provide the USSR with
the pnssibﬁ:lty of exploiting Japmsa &esims tor t.raﬂe md Japan’s recognittm

Sl

m‘;‘ m aﬂitnry m%gﬁnw. The USSR, through its own propaganda media and looal
Gmistptrtiasaouldalwplvmthefme and memories of the population

of Southeast Asia in an effort to both limit Japanese rearmament snd to promote
division between the ES and its Asian Allles. Furthermore, Soviet threats as to
mmWsQmesseﬁmmtmedmtba limited mmﬁ,anﬁtham
amﬁmhitthsim&mmmeﬂmmmmmebm&%&mthaﬂSand
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1W wﬁliea almdy evident in Eumpo:m i@mm over US polie;%f.n* ﬁiﬁ.

The Bkeuhood or an mm Soviet resort to var, probably in conjunction
vith Commnist China, cannot be assessedwith any degree of acecuracy and such a
decision on the pert o the USSR would depend on & mmber of cutside factors, The
most important of these would be the overall intemational situstion end the Soviet
uﬁmamﬁrtm%mtam:mwmpmmmmofm. Other
fectors might be the militery situation in Asis, the degree of Chincse Commmmist
imvolvement in hostilities in Korea or elsewhere, the mimiwxrmix sxtent to whieh
West Buropean, perticularly West Gam&mt had developed, and the tempo of
Japenase rearmsment, |

2. Qommmist Chizs

In general, Communist China's resction to the resrmsment of Japan would
supplement that of the USSR, Communist propeganda charges of the aggressive
intent of Japan and the US would gain addltional fores, slthough this might be
tempored somewhat by growing disillusionment and dislike of the regime, Chinese
Communist plans, as well as the Kremlink, have probably been made in the realization
thep Commmist policles would evemtually result in Japensese rearmsment. A Chiness
Commnist decision to attempt to thwart rearmsment through an attack on Japen would

Approved For Release 2002/@& QRQITO12AOOO400040046-2




Approved For Release 2002/68/(%% %§§J012A000400040046-2

dapmd primarily on (1) the degree to which the Chinese Commmists are willing to
ambark on & military venture which would depend heavily on Soviet logistic support
and the degree to which the USSR is willing or able to supply such support, and
(2) the degree to which the Chinese Commmists, acting in Covcearwith the USSR, are
willing to run the risk of war with the . To & lesser axtent Chinese and Soviet
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ﬂm night be influenced by the degroo to uhich, j.n thair astimation, the ﬂangar
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3‘;}0 dapmdema upcm t.he tmﬁo and resourcss of ihe Asisiic mainland and so

‘vulnarable mnm:.y a5 to make inevitsble a Japen pansse addomitodation with the
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